Impact Report

At Assistance League® of Southwest Washington, community is at the heart of everything we do. For
24 years, our volunteers have dedicated their time, talents, and compassion to helping local children
and families overcome challenges and find opportunities to thrive.

As an all-volunteer organization, we are uniquely connected to the communities we serve. We see
firsthand where help is needed, and we respond with practical programs that provide hope, support,
and encouragement. From meeting basic needs to creating opportunities for success, our work is made
possible by generous donors and community partners who share a commitment to making a difference.

Because all funds raised remain in Southwest Washington, every contribution has a direct and lasting
impact on our neighbors. Together, we are creating stronger communities and brighter futures for the

children and families we serve.

ANNUAL PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Operation School Bell®

It9m§
Distributed

With our signature Operation School Bell® program,
volunteers shopped for and delivered 23,812 essential
items - including clothing, school supplies, healthy snacks,
hygiene products, and grocery gift cards - to students at
26 schools across Vancouver, Evergreen, Washougal, &
Woodland school districts. Through two new initiatives,
Bags of Basics and Youth Essentials & Support (YES), we
also provided vital aid to unhoused and unaccompanied
youth. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, students
received the resources they needed to arrive at school
ready to learn and succeed.
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JUST because...

J 20 Children

Clothed

P 15% Year-over-Year

This year, 206 children in foster care shopped for
new clothing, helping them begin the school year
feeling confident and prepared. We also continued
our Spring Shopping Event, ensuring they had new
summer clothing as the seasons changed. For many
children, something as simple as choosing their own
new clothes can provide a sense of confidence,
independence, and belonging - small moments that
can make a meaningful difference both in and out of

the classroom.
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Assault Survivor Kits®

; 87 «its

+ 38% Year-over-Year
We donated 87 Assault Survivor Kits to three local
hospitals and the YWCA. Each kit contains fresh
clothing and personal care items for survivors whose
clothing has been retained as evidence, offering
comfort and practical support when it is needed most.

We also donated teddy bears from our Share-A-Bear
program and, by special request, provided 34 hoodies.

Fostering Independence
Youths
I“: Ee 23 Supported

# Remained the same
We continued supporting 23 youth participating in
AKI Foundation Youth Services transitional housing
program, which helps young people, ages 16-20,
successfully transition from foster care to independent
living. Throughout the year, we celebrated birthdays
and holidays with gifts, helped plant community
gardens, and provided funding for residents to explore
their individual interests, develop new skills, and
pursue their goals.

1% 4%

Expenses - $165,227

® Program Services & Mgmt & General
@ Fundraising Membership

Children’s Opportunities
and Potential

E& $30,365 In Funding

P 8% Year-over-Year

Through our partnership with Strive Northwest, we
provided $30,365 in funding to help children receive
essential pediatric therapy that might otherwise be
out of reach. Our volunteers created memorable
experiences by hosting a pumpkin patch in the Fall
and assembling bean seed packets during the Spring.
At both events, children also enjoyed story time and
received new books to take home.

Share-A-Bear

439 Bears

T 21% Year-over-Year

Through Share-A-Bear, 439 teddy bears were
distributed to local hospitals, hospice providers, first
responders, and as part of our Assault Survivor Kits.
These simple gifts provide comfort and reassurance to
children and adults facing illness, trauma, or other
difficult circumstances.

Revenue - $211,154
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ALSW Volunteers Out in the Cmmwm’z?

One of our volunteers
' , ' ' Volunteer delivering supplies to
. .I O K+ Hours support our Youth
I I I Essentials & Support
(YES) program. YES
provides quick, individualized
% = assistance to unhoused and unaccompanied
Stng ~ : . students in Evergreen Public Schools with
NORTHWEST B iy essentials like food, clothing, school supplies,
g ‘ gift cards, and more; allowing them to focus on
learning instead of survival. Unaccompanied
youth are those not living with a parent or legal

guardian and may be experiencing housing
instability.

Our volunteers had a wonderful time hosting our
Annual Spring Festival at Strive Northwest, where
80 preschoolers enjoyed a day of stories, crafts,
hands-on activities, and smiles. Each child also took
home a brand-new book to enjoy. We donated two outdoor mud kitchens to
preschool children at Strive Northwest. These
sensory-rich play spaces encourage creativity,
cooperation, and hands-on learning while
helping children build important cognitive
and fine motor skills.

ALSW 2026-2027 Board of Directors

Front Row (I-r): Stacy Mathieson, President; Kara Uhrich,
Secretary. Back Row (I-r): Gail Hetland, VP Marketing;
Tanya Persons, Treasurer; Peggy Nitschke, VP Membership;
Luanne Block, VP Philanthropic Programs; and Pam Tetz,
VP Resource Development. Not pictured: Chris Traver, VP
Strategic Planning

ALSW volunteers at our annual Spring
Shopping Event at Grand Central Fred Meyer,
where children in foster care shopped for new
clothing for Spring and Summer.



Thank you

to all our donors, sponsors,
supporters, and volunteers
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78%

of funds
raised were
returned to the
community

info@alswwa.org

www.alswwa.org

P.O. Box 65
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Candid.

It is our policy not to publish photos of children where their faces are visible.


http://www.alswwa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/alswwa2008
https://www.instagram.com/assistanceleagueofswwashington/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/assistance-league-of-southwest-washington/?viewAsMember=true
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